Individual and Collective
Physics in Perspective and Physics in the Twentieth Century are two books which offer contrasting views of physics on the one hand, whilst they are complementary on the other. As physics itself progresses with contributions from individuals and from groups, it is refreshing and instructive to read how physics appears from these two aspects. It is the more rewarding when one appreciates that the individual, V.F. Weisskopf, was also a member of the group, the Physics Survey Committee. Then, one can identify the impact that his contri butions had on the final form of the collective view.
Physics in Perspective, let us be clear, sets out to 'sell' physics to the Administration in Washington. How ever, it does so in a way which has evoked much comment. For example, Philip Abelson of Science has accused the report of being 'self-serving' in that its only aim is to gain more financial support for physics. E.G. Sherburne, Jr., of Science News has also attacked the report because, although it identi fies public understanding of physics as necessary, it does so only to serve the interests of physicists. These Conferences take stock of the physics scene and bring scientists together from all branches. Some people might not regard such an exercise as useful. A specialized conference can get its teeth deep into a subject and active research workers discuss, formally and informally, their work in detail. A General Conference is by definition more diffuse. Review talks cover many branches of research and are 'generalized' so as to be accessible to physicists working on other problems. Thus, the benefits are less direct but can be even more important.
There can be benefit from 'crossfertilization' -advances in under standing and/or technique carrying over from one branch of research to another. Within physics many subjects are intermeshed, but it is compara tively rarely that physicists in different fields talk together. And yet some oracles grade the importance of a branch of research by its relevance to other research ! A different benefit from a General Conference is that physicists lift their heads up and take a broader look at physics. Physicists cannot have their heads up all the time -heads usually have to be down to do research. But, from time to time, it is important to see how individual research fits into the progress of physics as a whole. At both EPS General Conferences, most participants have found this broader look very stimulating intel lectually ; they have returned to their own laboratories to kick boxes of electronics much more enthusiastical ly·
The Florence Conference was a glory. The Wiesbaden Conference could not aspire to the same heights but it was also a very great success. The high quality is reflected in the Proceedings. The Proceedings include the plenary lectures and a few talks given at Divisional sessions. (Three plenary lectures, however, are repre sented only by brief notes and one is not covered at all -perhaps a measure of the interest in these subjects.)
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(continued from page 1) collapses under the strain of unsup ported argument, nor ignore them, which would have been unwise when society is certainly very conscious of them.
Concern with the use of knowledge emerging from physics research rippled through lectures to a far greater extent than at Florence. The Proceedings include, for example, the talk of B.B. Goodman on Applications of superconductivity and the talk of A. Schlüter on fusion reactors mentioned above. Potential appli cations were picked out in many other talks.
Thus the Proceedings of the Wies baden Conference is a good mirror of today's physics, not only because it summarizes the state of the art (or, rather, 'state of the science'), but also because it catches the position of physics in the broader context of society.
Editor's note : Trends in Physics is now available at Sw. 
